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Hat the Sees of ths 
' Houſe be given to Dr. 
3 laugh, for the | ache by bim 
preached before this Houſe Tefter- 
day at St. Margaret Weſt= 
minſter, and that he be deſired 
10. Prin the ſame; aul that 
Mr. CARTERET and Mr. 
PLUMPTR "of 
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(1) 


—  —yd 
NY 
ECCLEsS. vii 4 
— There be Juſt Men, unto whom it 


happeneth according to the work of 


the Wicked : again, there be Wicked 
men, unto whom it happeneth accord- 


ing to the work of the Righteous, I 


ſaid, that this alſo is Vanity. 


H E promiſcuous Diſpenſation 
wal of Things, and the Inequality 
of God's Dealings with Good 
and Bad Men in this World, 
was the great and formidable 


great Difficulty to them, who knew nothing 
1 certainly 


_— 


(2) 
certainly of Rewards and Puniſhments af- 
ter Death. For it was Matter of much 
Trouble and Diſquiet, even to holy and 
good Men in the Old Teſtament. Fob com- 
plains, that the Tabernacles of Robbers pro- 
ſper, and they that provoke God are ſecure ,. 
into whoſe hands God bringeth abundanth, 
Job 12. 6. And he expoſtulates the ſame 
Matter again, * 21. 7, 8, 9. Wherefore do 
the wicked live, become old, yea, are mighty 
in power? Their ſeed is *Pablifhed in the! 
fight with them, and their off-ſpring be- 
fort their eyes; their houſes are ſafe from: 
fear, neither is the rod of God upon them. 
The Pſalmiſt tells us, that ſuch Thoughts as 
theſe came often into his Mind, and gave 
him great Uneaſineſs. When he ſaw the 
Proſperity of Bad Men, and the Miſerjes 
and Afflictions of the Good, he was rea- 
dy to conclude, that he had endeavoured: 
after Purity of Heart, and Innocency of 
Life, to no purpoſe ;. Ferily, I have cleanſed: 
my heart in vam, and waſhed my hands in 
innocency ; for all the day long have I been 
plagued, and chaſtened every, morning, Pſal. 
73. 13, 14. . 8 h 

Solomon calls this an Euil under the Sun, 

a. Grievance, and. Perplexity to the Sons of 
Men; that there is one Event unto all, to the 
Righteous, and to the Wicked, Eecclel. 9. 2, 3. 
And: in the Text, appealing. to the Com- 
mon Obſervation. of Mankind, he faith; There 
| 78. 


(3) 

is 4 Vanity, which is done upon the Farths 
that there be Juſt Men, unto whom it bap- 
peneth according to the work of the Wicked , 
and there be Wicked Men, unto whom it hap 

peneth according to the work of the Righteous. 
From which ſeeming Inequality in Hu- 
man Affairs, we are not raſhly to . infer, 
as ſome are apt to do, who would rid them. 
ſelves of the Fear of God, either that there 
is no Providence, or that it is indifferent to 
God, whether Men be Juſt or Unjuſt, For 
the Wiſe Man ſpeaks here, of what often 
happens indeed, but not in the Ordinary 
Courſe of Providence ; There are many 
Fuft Men, to whom it happeneth according to 
tha Work of the Wicked z and there are 
many Wicked Men, to whom it bappeneth 
according to the work of the Righteous, But 
when God ſuffers this to be done, we ought 
to believe, that he hath always wiſe Reaſons 
for jt ; becauſe generally, and in the Com- 
mon Courſe of his Government, it is far 
otherwiſe, Good Men are Proſperous and 
Happy, and Bad Men are Miſerable. For 
this way of proceeding is ſuitable to the 
Juſtice and Goodneſs of God, who loves 
Righteouſneſs, and hates Iniquity z and 
where there is nothing but the Juſt or 
Injuſtice of the thing to be conſider d, will 
favour the Righteous Man, and puniſh the 
Wicked, And therefore the Prophet, tho' 
he ſaw Good Men many times afflicted and 
B 2 oppreſſed, 


(4) 
oppreſſed, and Bad Men in a proſperous and 
flouriſhing Condition, which ſeemed hard 
to be reconciled with the Notions we have 
of God's Juſtice; yet before he would . fo 
much as reaſon about it, he lays down this 
as a firſt Principle, Righteous art thou, O 
Lord, Jer. 12. 1. And with the like cer- 
tainty Fob ſpeaks of this Matter, Surely the 
Almighty. will not do wickedly, neither will he 
pervert Judgment; for the work of a Man will 
he render unto him, and cauſe every Man to 
find according to his ways, Job 34. 11, 12. 

Though therefore it often happeneth to 
Tuſt Men according to the Work of the Wick- 
ed, .and to wicked Men according to the Work 
of the Righteous; whoever are Proſperous, 
and whoever are Miſerable in this World, 
there can. be no want of Juſtice and Equity 
in ſuch, Diſpenſations of Providence ; for 
the Righteous Lord loveth Righteouſneſs ; his 
Countenance will behold the thing that is juſt, 
| © 7 wy - | 
This 1 fhall endeavour to prove, with 
reſpe& to the former part of the Text, the 
many Sufferings and Afflictions of good Men 
in this Life, as moſt ſuitable to the 
Occaſion, from the following Conſiderations. 


I. Such a Diſpenſation of Providence is 
unavoidably neceſſary, while God leaves 
Men to themſelves, as free Agents, to 
the natural Liberty of their own Wills. 


For 


(5) 
For a great = of the Sufferings and Mi. 
fortunes of the Righteous, are brought upon 
them by the Violence and Oppreſſion of the 
Wicked, which it is not always in their 
Powet to hinder, or avoid. indeed 
commands Men to be honeſt and faithful to 
one another; but he permits them to uſe all 
falſe and fraudulent Means, to undermine 
and ſpoil the Innocent, and do any thing 
that may gratify their Paſſions, and ſerve 
their Intereſt, He requires Subjects to obey 
their Superiors in all their lawful and rea- 
ſonable Commands ; but he does not always 
actually reſtrain them from Treaſon and Re- 
bellion, and from Outraging, and Murder- 
ing the moſt gracious and pious Princes, 
It is but in ſome extraordinary Caſes he in- 
terpoſes to over-rule and determine the Wills 
of Evil Men, and protect the Good from their 
Inſolence and Oppreſſion ; becauſe it is more 
agreeable to the Wiſdom and Majeſty of 
Providence, to po the World, as far as 
it can be governed, by the ſtanding Proviſion 
he hath made for it, than always to be of- 
fering Violence 'to the Nature of his Crea- 
tures. And therefore feeing God does ge- 
nerally leave Men to themſelves, ſeeing he 
only forbids and condemns Wickedneſs, but 
does not interpoſe his irreſiſtable Power, ex- 
cept in ſome extraordinary Inſtances, to hin- 
der it; it muſt needs be, that the Actions 
of Evil and Unreaſonable Men, which = 
. pen 


(6s) 
nd upon ſo uncertain a Thing as their 
Free Wills, ſhould afflict and vex the Righte- 
ous. And then, 


II. Since God made Men free Agents, and 
intended this Life only as a State of Trial 
and Probation for the next, it is but rea- 
ſonable that he ſhould find out Ways for the 
Proof of their Faith and Obedience, and 
for their Improvement in Grace and Vir- 
tue, whereby they _ be entitled to a greater 
Reward in the other World, For if he ſhou'd 
not ſometimes exerciſe them with Afflictions 
and Sufferings, there would hardly be any 
Opportunity of trying their Patience and 
Courage, and Reſignation to the Will of God. 
It is the Furnace that diſtinguiſhed the Gold 
from the Droſs and Counterfeit Metal ; and 
what the Furnace is to the Gold, that Ad- 
verſity and Perſecution is to good Men, it 
refines and purifies them; and, if they acquit 
themſelves well, renders their Faith, and 
other Graces, more precious tban the Gold 
that periſheth. And therefore the Apoſtle 
to the Hebrews obſerves, that even our Bleſ- 
ſed Saviour himſelf was made perfe through 
Sufferings ; and that, though he were a Son, 
yet he learned Obedience by the Things be 
ſuffered, For this Reaſon St, Fames exhorts 
us to count it all Foy, when we uy into di- 
vers Temptations, knowing this, that the trying 
of our Faith worketh Patience; and let Pa- 


tience, 


„ 

tiencs, ſaith he, have her perfeft Work, that 
ye may be perfect and intire, wanting nothing, 

James 1. 2, 3, 4. a 
So that for any one to object againſt the 
Providence of God, for ſending Afflictions on 
good Men in a State wherein he defigns 
their Trial and Improvement, to- prepare 
them for greater Rewards, is, in effect, to 
blame his Wiſdom and Goodneſs, for. acting 
moſt. ſuitably to his own: Deſigns, and for 
our Benefit and Advantage. If indeed the 
Sufferings and Calamities of this Life, were 
the certain Effects of God's Hatred and Dif- 
pleaſure, and were always inflicted upon Men 
as Puniſhments for Sin, there would be 
Grounds for this Objection; but we are ſure 
from ſeveral Examples of this kind, which 
we meet with in Scripture, that they are 
not: but rather Tokens and Expreſſions of 
God's Love and Kindneſs, when they befall 
good Men. This was the Caſe of Fob, of 
whom the Spirit of God gives this high Cha- 
racer, that there was. none [ike him in the 
Earth, à perfedt and an upright Man, one 
that feared God, . and eſchewed Evil, And 
yet his Sufferings ſtrike Terror and Aſto- 
niſhment into all that hear them. He who 
was one Day the greateſt of all the Men 
in the Eaſt, was the next ſtript of all his 
Wealth, and left as naked as he came out of 
his Mother's Womb, was bereft of all his 


ten Children at once, by a violent and un- 
- timely 


(8) 

timely Death, and moſt grievouſly afflicted 
in his own Perſon, being ſmitten with ſore 
Boils from the ſole of his Foot unto his 
Crown, | 

Now, no Man that conſiders Fob's Emi- 
nent Piety, can ſay, that all theſe Calamities 
were brought upon him for his Sins; but 
that they were intended as Trials of his Faith 
and Patience, and to brighten his other Vir- 
tues ; that he might be rewarded with greater 
Degrees of Temporal and Eternal Happineſs. 


III. It is for the Benefit of others, as well 
as their own, that good Men are afflicted and 
perſecuted. The patient Sufferings of Mar- 
tyrs and Conſeſſors, have not only adorned, 
but propagated Chriſtianity ; and confirmed 
the Truth of it more effe&ually than either 
Books or Arguments. That it ſpread ſo far, 
and continued ſo long, is, under God, to 
be aſcribed, in a great meaſure, to the Tor- 
ments and Deaths which the firſt Chriſtians 
ſuffered ſo willingly and ſo bravely. Upon 
this account, I ſuppoſe, it is, that the Chri- 
ſtian Church hath thought fit to ſet apart 
ſolemn Times, for the Commemoration of 
their Piety and Sufferings, from which ſhe 
reaps fo great Advantage; and to ſtir 
up others to the Imitation of them. And 
therefore the Apoſtle would have Chriſtians 
to propound to themſelves, for their Improve- 


ment, the Sufferings and Patience of good 
Men, 


6 
Men, in all Ages, James 5. 10. Take my 
Brethren, the Prophets, who have ſpoken in 
the Name of the Lord, D -% 4 
ſuffering Afiition, and of Patience. Te have 
heard of the r Job under the ſeve- 
reſt Trials; take him for a Pattern of the 
like Patigate and Adherence to God, amidſt 
2 2 of — And 

can be no more pow Argument 
work the ſame Temper and Diſpoſition 


to 

in us, than to ſee ſuch an o — #2 + af 
on all ſides with Hardſhips and Adve 
—— himſelf to the — Wi 


and relying entirely on the Almi * 
ER ei 
s exerci 
with ictions and Perſecutions, is qr 
Benefit of others, to excite and inſpirit them 
to the Performance of difficult Duties; and 
to endeavour after that in themſelves, which 
they ſo _ 2 in thols N 


pies. - Bat 5441 f 


W. Furth and 2 Though — 
Men are many times oppreſſed, reviled, and 


exſecuted; yet this is no Obje&ion againſt 

rovidence, „ emie there will a Time come, 
— they ſhall be amply xewarded for all 
their 8 erings here below. And this 'is 
ſufficient to vinditate the Juſtice and Righte- 
ouſneſs of, God, whatever - Hardſhips they 


endure, inaſmuch as their comparatively lig ht 
5; C Aictions, 


60 
Mickions, which are bit for a. Moment, fbr 
mont for then _— _—— and" ateih 
nol” weight) of .Gloty di Jo W. A $8 
ere are Wen of Happineſs. and 
Glory in the next World, as it 14+ Highiz 
probable there are ; they that have done nd 
ſuffered much, ſhal E bo placed ur higher Sta. 
tions, and receive a Reward ꝓroportichahle 
to their Sufferings Fhe heavier their Croft 
the greater their Patience, the more glo- 
| will their Crown' be. And therefore 
— Saviour © propounceth : a: Bleſſedneſs to 
ſuch! as are reviled, and perſecuted, 2 
ken evil. of, for bi N, Tas and bids 

rejoyce, rather 'than''be troubled, 1 
ow” is vin Reman in eee ng by 

11 1lit: 117 

t And now to apply- what hath been dil. 
courſed-upon this Argument, to thé Mourn- 
ful Occaſion of this Day's Solemnity, the 
Juſtice and Righteouſneſs of Providence may 
be fully vindicated, in the Sufferings aud 
Death of our late gracious eee King 
Charles I. For | iy! 

x. God thought fit to leave the Aa 
of this bloody Tragedy to the natural Li- 
berty of thes Wilk, to: follow. their own 
Inclinations, and to do whatever their wick- 
ed Hearts had conceived. He could, if he 
had pleaſed, have prevented the Conception 
of their Rebellious Motions, or cruſhed them 
in the Birth: He could, en enkel 

rmed 


( tt ) | 

9 25 their Treaſonable Deligns, have chan- 
ed their Purpoſes, or deterred them from 
puttin g them in Execution; and when he 
uffered them to ** to Action, he could 
have baffled and diſappointed them, before 
they had finiſhed the conſummate Villainy 
of this Day. But he did not think fit, for 
ſome wiſe and good Ends he had in view, 
to interpoſe, by 1 n and miraculous 
Power, to hinder all this. And yet this is 
no, reaſonable, O jection , againſt the Juſtice 
als 0 e becauſe 

always to interpoſe io the 
Prevention or Puniſhment "of ickednefs, 
and the Defence. and Pötte of vertubus 
Men, but only ſo far as the Wot and 
Ends. of his Government of, the World Ki 


It is ſufficient, chat he 
Tanzes Proviſion A this, 10 i Noi 
el 


poem. to, to Men; 117 which ſt ern 


ghteouſneſs Eg uy, za 4 
7 and ED 0 perately 
wicked * were under ic 8 


both of Law and Conſ ſcience, * might, one 
oud 1 5 thou e e have reſtrained them 
Far this execrable They fi ul 
61 © them born His 15 2855 s own 
and e * * Oats oa Ve. 
ce, Which m them had worn, 
— to preſerve e b Perſon. They knew 
how deep and W the e Guilt 0 Mur- 


C 2 der 


(22) 

der was, or of being any way acceſſary to 
it z that the Law o Nals and the Rea- 
ſon of. Mankind, did ever abominate. the 
taking away the Life of the meaneſt of 
our Fellow-Creatures ; but much more the 
Life of a Sovereign Pious Prince. They 
knew, that by a Law of the Land, fo ten- 
der are we of the Life of our Lord the King, 
that to Compaſs or Imagine his Death, is de- 
clared to be'undoubted Treaſon. And there- 
fore it can be no Blemiſh or Reproach to the 
1 of God, that he did not interpoſe, by 
his itreſiſtable Power, to hinder Men, un- 
der ſuch Obligations and Reſtraints, from 
committing this horrid Murder. But this 
will further appear, if we conſider, 

2. The End and Deſign of Providence, 
in the Adverſities and Sufferings of Good 
Men, namely, the Trial of their Obedience 
to God, and the Improvement of their Faith, 
Patience, and other Graces z which we can 
hardly doubt to have been ene reaſon of the 
Troubles and Afflictions of our late Sove- 
reign. For tho, as his greateſt Enemies 
cannot but own, he was a moſt Pious and 
Vertuous Perſon, before thoſe Sufferings be- 
fell him; yet, as his beft Friends muſt 
acknowledge, he was not ſo good, but that 
he might be, and was, much improved and 
bettered by them. The great King of Iſrael; 
and Man after God's own heart, could fay 
of himſelf, It is good for me, that I 2 


(23) 
been; afſhfed, that I might learn thy Aut 
Pal: 119.71. e cl 
who attended His Mi; jaſty in his Reftraitite 

that he had, in ig 
— learned the Practiee of ſeveral 
Virtues proper to an afflicted ſtate ; and 
which there would have been no: plack 
for in a proſperous Condition. When he 
had loſt — and was deprive 
of every thing that was dear to him, he'ftif 
kept his Mind rd, and' above: the 
Malice and Inſolenve of His Enemies. Which 
ſhews, that God def, by fuch/ Hardlhips, 
to train him up for greater things in an- 
ether World; and by many Tribulati 


thoſe: which his Enemies took from Him. 

3. To vindicate the Juſtice and Righite- 
ouſneſs of Providence, in this ſevere Diſpen-- 
ſation towards a mild and gracious Prince, 
we may reaſonably ſuppoſe, that his Suffer» 
ings' were intended as a benefit to others, 
as well as to. himſelf. For when we ſeriouſly: 
reflect _ all — rg * 
Prince, how grievous were in 
ſelves, and with what unſhaken 


he bore them all, we are apt to conclude, 


that he was ſeparated, by God's ſpecial Ap- 
-pointment, to be a bright and ſtanding Pat-- 


tern to his own, and ſuceceding Ages, of 


Chriſtian Patience and Courage, which ſhone: 
with ſo much luſtre in his moſt dark and 


diſmal 


to prepare him for a Kingdom far exceeding. 


(14) 
— — For the Example of ſo 
was Aikely to caſt 7a. more dif- 
alte .in, and to have Amore prevailing 
Influence ithah chat of any other Man placed 
in a lber 5 ere, And to! make — ſuch 
an Example, aw it neceſſary to expoſe 
Him to divers fevete Temptations, and put 
him the' price of the moſtr difficult 
Virtus“; in / alf which ghetbehaved thimielf 
with that Decenay; that Equnkity) arc, Great- 
neſs of Mind, Which — 5 a dovereign 
Primet, and a bed Chriſtian. And it adds 
very! muh to the, Rxdellency af his Cha- 
racten, that he who had been Supreme in 
three Nations, ſhou d bear ſo great a change 
of Fortune with ſo much Meekneſs and 
and endure the Affronts and 
Indiguities 'of bis own Subjects, with fo 
little Diſturbance. In ever thing that 
befel him, he repoſed hiweelf entirely on 
the Almigbty. = ſo chearfully reſigned 
and ſubmmted his Own to the Divine Will, 
chat his wo:#t Enemies, hen he was amon 
them u o,:]¾ not charge bim with any Mur- 
mur mes or Repinines at the Sev aby of 
God's: aft:i@ing  Prov:dence, or any rhing 
that / ſuvbuxred of Diſcontent 41d Injpatience, 
And ſd great was his Chartty, amidſt the 
müſt eroel and barbarou. Treatment, that 
be not only forgave his Iuhua.an Murderers, 
but, in Imitation of his Bleſſed Maſter 
' and e he earneſtly prayed God to 


forgive 


(ts) 
forgive them; Se:vh9 werlrao hard ths, 
ber, Seu, ienths ne End vs D 
Provide "cg in the Sybenichs lauch Nratho dt 
the Roygh Mart yr of chi Ma, wes to igive 
a new Example. to 2: degenerate H at;iclof 
Meekneſs aug Fatiencę, and -otheridffitult 


7 ad har oick Hurenks, that ens > ailCondss 
_ tans, might he :erigouragel!! tanthe!opratice 


of them, whenever GO hond be: pleaſed 
85 call them to; 1 Wer for 6 rigbtenuſnoſ y jake: 


7 94 * ; "TI. 
. , 1191 oO)! Dil 2 wh 


Ut, II rit 
e erin ie happened: tui 


l. Man according td the; work" eff tl 
in ted, is no Argument againſt the quſtice 
and. Righteouſneſs of Providence becnuſe 
God can, and (doubtleſs) hath made him 
abundant, Recompenee -for-.ali:hisoSuittricigs 
In, this Life. This. 18 what hiifſe bf was 
heard to ſay, juſt as he was: ready tu fffer, 
Igo from 4 Corrupteble to an Intorruprible 
Crown. | He then ed; into a Kingdom; 
which before he had but an Mieaaand Ex! 
pectation, and where his-paſt Afflidtons help 
only to; enereaſe his Happineſa, For! that 
Moment of Time in which he was diſtreſſed 
aud perſecuted, God hathrgiven him a full 
Enjoyment of Unſpeakable: i Pleaſures : for 
Ever; and made him, what the Malice: of 
his Enemies, prophetick, as that of C ian, 
foretold, a glorious King indeed. t. 
But though this doth ſufficiently vindicate 
the Providence of God in the Temporal. 


( 16 ) | 
Afflictions of this Vertuous and Religious 
Prince; yet it will by no means excuſe 
the wicked Inſtruments of them, becauſe 
God in his Wiſdom: turned that to Good, 
which they meant for Evil. 
I think it is generally agreed, that thoſe, 
who at firſt: appeared in Parliament for the 
redrefs'of ſome Things, that were done by 
the King's Miniſters; (4) One above all, 
which. ftruck at the Root of the Subjects Pro- 
perty, had not, from the beginning, an 
Thoughts againſt His Majeſty's Perfon, much - 
leſs his Life; but that they were afterwards, 
by the Artifices and Management of a few 
factious and defigning Men, biaſſed and 
awed into an obſtinate and unnatural War. 
The Methods made uſe of to ſtir up the reſt 
of: the Nation to Diſcord and Mutiny, were 
by diſperſing: Impudent Libels and ill Re- 
ports of the King, arraigning him as a Papiſt, 
and heightning every Miſcarriage in the Pub- 
lick Adminiſtration, and laying all the Faults 
to the King's Charge. By theſe and the like 
the Practices, deſigned on Purpoſe to prepare 
People for the intended Rebellion, the 
Minds of Men were generally ſo poſſeſſed 
with the dreadful Apprehenſions of the Evils 
that were coming upon the Nation, that 
many honeſt well- meaning Perſons were 


(a) E, of Briſtol's Apol. Page. 41, 43. Lond. 1657, 
frightened 


(17) 

frightened out of their Allegiance, and turn- 
ed Male-contents and Enemies to the King, 
and his Government. And when by theſe 
means the Faction daily got Ground, and 
the Royal Intereſt declined, they broke out 
into an Open Rebellion and War, which 
they afterwards ſupported with an Obſtina- 
cy, that was Proof againſt the moſt endear- 
ing Overtures of Peace, that a moſt gracious 
Prince could make. 

It is now Seventy Years ſince this Tragedy 
was acted, and Fifty-eight Years ſince a ſo- 
lemn Faſt was appointed, for the averting of 
God's Anger, and keeping up the Memory 
of that bleſſed King, which has been duly 
obſerved, and upon every Return of it, the 
execrable Fact, that occaſioned it, ſo through- 
ly deſcribed and expoſed, that ſome have 
looked upon it as an Antiquated Solemnity, 
fit to be abroggted and laid afide. 

But whatever good Reaſons there may 
be for diſcontinuing it, the late Rebellion 
is an undeniable Evidence, that our Humi- 
liation hath not had its full Effect upon us; 
and that the End is not yet obtained, for 
which we have faſted all this while. 

In the Statute that was made for the Ob- 
ſervation of this Day, [12 Car. 2 the Lords 
and Commons aſſembled in Parliament, pro- 
feſs their own, and the Nation's Abhorrence 
of the Murder, and all the Methods that 
led to it, in theſe ou to the m 
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We do hereby renounce, abominate, and pro- 
teft againſt that impious Fact, the execrable 


Murder, and unparallell d Treaſon committed 


againſt the ſacred Perſon, and Life of our 
— Sovereign, your 1 moft Nog 
Father, and all Proceedings tending there- 
unto. But how can it be thought that we 
have done all this, and ſufficiently anſwer- 


ed the Deſign of this ſolemn Injunction, 


while ſome have been engaged in a cauſeleſs 


Rebellion, and others doing ſuch Things as 


have a natural and manifeſt 'Tendency to 
it? *Till we have actually forſaken thoſe 
Sins, which we profeſs to renounce, and 
abomnate, and for which we have now de- 
clared upon our Knees our Sorrow and 
Repentance ; 'till by a long and ſteady Courſe 
of Loyalty and Obedience to thoſe whom 
God hath ſet over us, we have approved 
ourſelves to be faithful Subjects, our Hu- 
miliation hath not had its perfect Work, nor 
this ſolemn Faſt attained its true End. In 
vain do we expreſs our juſt ,Deteſtation- of 
our Fore-fathers Sins, and inveigh againſt 
the Rebellion, which ended in the Murder 
of an innocent Prince, while we our ſelves 
are doing, or encouraging the very ſame 

Things that brought it to paſs, | 
I am far from juſtifying or foftning the 
former great Rebellion in any Particular, 
after the King had conſented to redreſs all 
Grievances, much leſs in the laſt Scene of 
this 
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this Day's Tragedy ; yet I way venture to 
affirm, that the Pretences of Riſing up in 
Arms againſt His preſent Majeſty, were 
more unwarrantable, than the Reaſons 
then given for waging War againſt King 
Charles I, That the Endeavours to alienate 
the Hearts of his Subjects, and to inſpire 
the People with Diſaffection to his Govern- 
ment were much the ſame, and that the Ca- 
lamities, which muſt neceſſarily have enſued, 
had this wicked Enterprize taken Effect, 
would have been altogether as fatal, as thoſe 
we formerly felt. | 

What then ſhall we fay to theſe Things? 
If none but Papiſts, who count every thing 
Lawful that promotes the Intereſt of their 
Church, had been concerned in our late 
Tumults, it would have been no more than 
what we might reaſonably expect. For them 
to form Conſpiracies, and raiſe Diſturbances 
in theſe Kingdoms, is no new thing; it is 
their Principle, and hath been their Practice 
ever ſince the Reformation of our Church. 
But hh pa allow no ſuch Ads of Vio- 
lence, make no ſuch Claims over Sovereign 
Princes; they own themſelves bound to yield 
Obedience and Honour, to thoſe whom the 
Providence of God hath ſet over them, both 
Supreme Governors and Subordinate Ma- 
giſtrates, according to the Eſtabliſhed Laws 


of the Country in which they live. 
2 But 


(20) 
But fince there were thoſe, who profeſs. 
themſclves to be true Members of our own. 
Church, and had given all Pledges of their 
Fidelity to the Government, engaged in the 
late Unchriſtian Rebellion, what can be 
offered in Mitigation of their Crime? Are 
Treaſon and Sedition become innocent and 
indifferent Things? Are Falſhoods and. 
Slanders leſs Crimes in our Days, than they 
were in the Days of our Fathers? Was 
Refiſtance of Lawful Authority a damnable 
Sin in the laſt Reign, but not in this? Or 
is that a Vertue in a Church-man, which 
would have been an heinous Iniquity in a 
Diſſenter? No ; all theſe Things are equal- 
ly culpable in all Times, ang in all-Perſons, 
equally abominable in the Sight of God, 
and deteſtable by all good Men. 


But to return, and Conclude. Let us. 
humble our ſelves under the mighty Hand 
of God, and truly lay to Heart the great 
Wickedneſs committed this Day in our 1ſrael, 
whereby God was provoked to ſend ſuch hea · 
vy Judgments, as he then did, upon the Na- 
tion. And becauſe it will not avail. to la- 
ment, and beg Pardon for what is paſt, un- 
lels we do what we can to prevent the like 
for the future, let us carefully avoid all thoſe: 
Seditious Principles, which led to this dole- 
ful Tragedy, as well as the wicked Practices, 
which finiſhed the laſt part of. it. Let us 


beware. 
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beware that we be not ſeduced, upon popu- 
lar Pretences of Religion, by falſe Sugge- 
ſtions of the Danger of the Church, and 
other groundleſs Fears and Jealouſies, to run 
into Factions againſt the Government, or any 
of the Ways of Rebellion. Let none di- 
vide and diſagree among themſelves about 
the Methods and Management of Publick Af- 
fairs, and facrifice the Tranquillity of the 
Nation to their private Reſentments and 
Views ; but all be ſatisfied with the Station 
they are in, and take care they do not over- 
turn the Government, becauſe they cannot: 
have the Room they would chuſe in it; 

Let us be perſwaded, every one in his 
Place and Station, to uſe our beſt Endea- 
vours to prevent, and heal Diviſions, and 
to promote Peace and Unity, and mutual. 
Confidence among our ſelves, upon which 
alone the Safety and Beauty, the Strength 
and Happineſs of the Realm do depend. 

And beyond this, let us endeavour to- 
atone for the Iniquity of our Fathers, and 
the Blood of our late Sovereign of bleſſed: 
Memory, by a conſtant, humble, and duti- 
ful Obedience to His Majeſty who now 
Reigns; for whoſe happy Acceſſion to the 
Throne of theſe Kingdoms, we have infi- 
nite Cauſe to bleſs God, not only as he 
is related to the Royal Mariyr in Blood, 
but in Religion, and his Price) Virtues. 
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Laſth, Let us manifeſt the Sincerity of 
our Grief for, and expreſs our Abhorrence 
of the great Wickedneſs this Day lamented, 
by departing from thoſe Sins, upon account 
of which God ſuffered it to be done. This ? 
will be a real Proof of our unfeigned Re- | 
pentance, and give us a reaſonable Aſſurance ; 
that God will hear our Prayer, when, as E 
we are taught by our Church, we implore 
his Mercy, that — the Guilt of of that Sa- : 
cred and Innocent Blood, nor tho of other Sins, by 
which God was provoked to deliver up both 
us and our King into the Hands of cruel and 
unreaſonable Men, may at any time hereafter 
be wifated upon us and our Oe 
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SERMONS by the Reverend 
Dr. Waun, Rector of St. Peter's 
Cornhill, London. 


| Sermon preach'd at the Conſecration of the 
A. Lord Biſhop of St. Davids, April 29. 1705. 


A Sermon preach'd at St. Bridget t, on the Duty 
of Apprentices, on the Feſtival of St, Bartholomew, 


1713. 
A Sermon preach'd at St. Perer*s Cornbill, on 


Publick Worſhip, at the Opening of the ſaid Pa- 
riſh Church, OZober 18. 1713. 


A Sermon preach'd to the Societies for Refor- 
mation of Manners, at St. Mary- le- Boto, December 
28. 1713. 


A Sermon preach'd before the Lord-Mayor, Cc. 
on Wedneſday in Eaſter-Week, 1714. 
A Sermon preach'd at St. Laxrence-Fewry, on 


the Day of the Election of the Right Honourable 
the Lord-Mayor, Seprember 29. 1715. 


A Sermon againſt Revenge, preach'd at the 
Aſſtzes at Kingflon upon Thames, on Tueſday, Au- 


guſt 13. 1717. | 


A Sermon preach'd before the King, at Hamp- 
ton-· Ourt, on the Fifth of November 1717. 


